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Making a
Doubting
Thomas

By MMCM(SW) Tony DeJesus

ollow the procedures, and you won't get hurt.

Every junior Sailor hearsthosewords, and, in
most cases, they ring true. One Sailor, however, has
somedoubts.

Hehad to replace adefective O-ringon avalve
manifold’shydraulic power pack. Before starting, he
isolated the manifold by securing and tagging out the
power pack. These actions should have ensured
that all hydraulic fluid drained back into the sump.
Ashe started opening the valve above hishead,
though, asmall amount of hydraulicfluid dripped on
hischeek. Hewiped it off with hishand and kept
working until he completed thejob.

After taking ashower that evening, hisright eye
feltirritated. Hewent to medical, where corpsmen
flushed hiseyesand released himto full duty.

According to the mishap report, the Sailor
followed the ship’spolicy and wore afaceshield
when he secured the hydraulic power pack. Unfor-
tunately, ship’spolicy didn’t a so require himto wear
afaceshield whileworking on adepressurized valve
located away from the power pack.

Because thismishap resembled oneaweek
earlier, the ship changed itspolicy and now requires
Sailorsto wear faceshieldsfor all maintenance
involving hydraulicfluid. Eventhisrequirement,
however, does not meet the standards outlined inthe
NavOSH Program Manual for Forces Afloat.
Thisinstruction saysthat faceshieldsalonedo not
protect against flying particles, liquidsand sprays.
They are secondary protection and must beworn
with protective eyewear (goggles).

In another case, a Sailor was doing maintenance
on an eevator whenresidual hydraulic fluid splashed

A Sailor checks a valve manifold like
the one described in the first incident.
He’s wearing a faceshield, but also
should be wearing goggles.

in hiseyes. Heflushed them, then went to medical,
where corpsmen treated and released him. This
Sailor had worn gloves, an apron, and afaceshield
but no chemical goggles.

Never take anything for granted. Whenever eye
hazards areinvolved, make surethat the eyewear
protection meetstherequirementsoutlinedinthe
NavOSH Program Manual for Forces Afloat.

The author was assigned to the Afloat Safety
Programs Directorate at the Naval Safety
Center when he wrote this article.

For More Info...

* Appendix B5-B of OpNavinst 5100.19C, with change 2,
contains guidance for maintenance involving hydraulic fluid.
Another reference on the same subject is NSTM, Chapter 575,

¢ Hydraulic Equipment, Power Transmission and Control (Revision 2),

< Section 5, Fluids and Fluid Handling.
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